The genus Pteris is commonly known as 'Brake ferns' and was established by Linnaeus (1753) . It is estimated to contain about 250 species (Tryon et al. 1990 ) in the world. In India, the genus is represented by 50 species (Fraser-Jenkins 2008) , though Chandra (2000) reported 45 species, two subspecies and two varieties. The pantropical genus Pteris in India is found in the eastern Himalayan region of northeastern India and the Western Ghats of southern India. Manickam & Irudayaraj (1992) reported 15 species of Pteris from the Western Ghats, and later several authors added new species and new records to the southern Indian fern flora. Some of the species of Pteris are very rare and their representation in various herbaria is scanty. P. geminata is a threatened species and has been reported from Palakkad and Idukki districts of Kerala and Coimbatore, Nilgiri and Tirunelveli districts of Tamil Nadu (Manickam & Irudayaraj 1992 ). Wallich (1828) catalogued this species from 'India orientalis' without any description, but later Agardh (1839) validly published this species. P. geminata is characterized by its veins ending in hydathodes (vein not reaching the margin). The sterile pinnule and apex of the fertile pinnule is crenate and the lower pair of veins are united to form costal areoles along the midrib.
Materials and methods:
The present study is based on the field trips conducted from May 2007 to April 2010 in different parts of southern India including biosphere reserves, national parks, and wild life sanctuaries. Apart from this, specimens deposited in CAL, CALI, KFRI, MGMC, MH, RHT, SKU, TBGT, XCH were also examined. But, this species could be collected only from the Periyar Tiger Reserve, Idukki, Kerala (V.K. Sreenivas 124025, CALI).
